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298 AMERICAN MIDLAND NATURALIST 

SOME COMMON BIRES.— II. 

by victor carpenter 

Ruby-Throated Hummingbird. 
Trochilus , colubris . 

Hummingbird family. 

Length, 3.25 inches. 

Color. Male, green above; ruby throat; sides greenish; 
tail brownish violet. Female, no red on throat. 

Song. None; no note except a sharp cry when disturbed. 

Nest. One and one-fourth inches in width; one inch deep; 
made of fine vegetable fibers and lichens. 

Eggs. Pure dull white color; about one half inch long. 

Habitat. Eastern North America. 

Specific habitat. Gardens and flower beds. 

Food. Mainly insects; some nectar. 

Migration. May 25 to September 25. 

Kingbird. 
Tyr annus caroliwensis. 

Flycatcher family. 

Syn. Beebird; bee martin. 

Length. 8.50 inches. 

Color. Above dark bluish gray; top and sides of head dark 
blue-black; crest on head whitish; lower parts white tinged on 
throat with ash; wings dark brown edged with paler. 

Song. None. Only a sharp twittering. 

Food. Almost exclusively insects taken on the wing. 

Nest. In upper branch of isolated tree; large, broad and 
strong although made of coarse rude materials; fine lining. 

Eggs. Five; vary in size; white spotted with purplish brown. 

Habitat. Eastern U. S. to Rockies. 

Specific habitat. Orchards and groves near habitations. 

Migration. May 1 to September 1. 



Kingfisher. 

Ceryle alcyon. 



Kingfisher family. 
Length. 12 inches. 
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Color. Head with long crest; above ashy metallic blue; 
beneath pure white; band across breast; tail marked with white. 
Song. None; loud harsh cry only. 
Food. Nearly all fish. 
Nest. In deep holes in banks near water. 
Eggs. Six; laid on bare sand; clear crystal white, nearly round. 
Habitat. All United States. 
Specific habitat. Banks of streams. 
Migration. March 20 to October 20. 

Meadow Lark. 
Sturnella magna. 

Oriole family. 

Syn. Field lark. 

Length. 10.5 inches. 

Color. Dark brown above ; wings and tail dark brown stripes ; 
beneath yellow; sides reddish brown; female smaller and duller. 

Song. Beautifully sweet; no variety; some call notes while 
not unpleasant mar the song. 

Food. The larger per cent insects. 

Nest. Always on ground hidden in tall grass. 

Eggs. Vary in size and markings; white with brown spots; 
shape oval; nearly equal at both ends. 

Habitat. Eastern United States. 

Specific Habitat. Old fields and meadows; never woods. 

Purple Martin. 
Progne subis. 

Swallow family. 

Length. 7.5 inches. 

Color. General steel blue shiny; tail dull black; under 
wings white. 

Song. None. Not unpleasant twitters. 

Nest. Formally in hollow trees ; now in nesting boxes or towers ; 
loose; fine dry leaves, straw, etc.; lined with feathers. 

Eggs. Uniform creamy white. 

Food. Very harmful insects. 

Habitat. All United States. 

Specific habitat. Near habitations. 

Migration. May 1 to August 25. 
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Robin. 
Merula migratorius. 

Thrush family. 

Length. 9.75 inches. 

Color. Above greenish gray; head black; throat streaked 
black and white; under parts chestnut brown; wings and tail 
dark brown. 

Song. Familiar to everyone; simple yet pleasing. 

Food. Insects and berries. 

Nest. Generally in orchards; apple trees favorite nesting 
place; about ten feet from gound; large, formed of straw, leaves, 
etc. and mud; lined with root fibers. 

Eggs. Five, rarely six; greenish blue. 

Habitat. All North America. 

Specific habitat. Orchards, lawns. 

Migration. March 10 to November 25. 

Sparrow, Song. 
Melospiza melodia. 

Finch family. 

Length. 6.5 inches. 

Color. Upper, brown, dark brown and gray; crown brown 
with stripe of gray ; under parts white ; sides streaked with brown. 

Song. Noted; conspicuous; varied; constant. 

Food. Destructive insects, canker worm, etc. 

Nest. Generally on ground; sometimes two or three feet in 
bushes; well made; stout; lined with basket of grasses. 

Eggs. Five; clay white; uniformly spotted with blotches of 
rust brown. 

Habitat. Eastern United States to western plains. 

Specific habitat. Cultivated places ; edges of woods ; meadows ; 
low grounds. 

Migration. March 10 to November 10. 

Sparrow, Field. 
Spizella pusilla. 
Finch family. 
Length. 5.50 inches. 

Color. Crown rufous red ; back similar, slightly ashy; beneath 
white with yellow tinge; tail feathers edged with white. 
Song. Cheery; little variety; sometimes low, 
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Food. Insects; noxious weed seeds. 

Nest. On ground in vines; on high ground; loosely made 
of grasses, sedges, etc.; lines with rootlets. 

Eggs. Five; white clay marked with brown; vary greatly 
in size. 

Habitat. United States west to Missouri. 

vSpecific habitat. Uncultivated fields; roadsides. 

Migration. March 30 to November 1. 

Nuthatch, White-Breasted. 
Sitta carolinensis. 
Titmouse family. 
Length. 6 inches. 

Color. Above ashy blue; head and neck black; beneath 
white; under tail brown. 

Song. None; sharp twitter only. 

Food. Insects obtained from beneath the bark of trees. 

Nest. In cavities in old trees. 

Eggs. White with rose tint; marked with reddish brown. 

Habitat. United States west to Missouri. 

Specific habitat. Open woods. 

Migration. April, May and June (nesting season). 

Oriole, Baltimore. 
Icterus galbula. 

Oriole family. 

Syn. Golden Robin, Hang-nest. 

Length. 9:50 inches. 

Color. Head and upper parts back; tail black; under parts 
orange; female less brilliant, black replaced with brownish yellow, 
yellow on throat; young dull orange beneath, above olive, tail 
of orange cast. 

Song. Of endless variety; each individual varies. 

Food. Insects mostly; canker worms and tent caterpillars. 

Nest. Pendant; of very strong materials; high out of 
reach. 

Eggs. Five in number; white, roseate; marked with spots, 
blotches and waves of purplish brown. 

Habitat. U. S. from Atlantic to Missouri. 

Specific habitat. Near habitations. 

Migration. May 1 to September 10. 
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Oriole, Orchard. 
Icterus spurius. 

Oriole family. 

Length. 9 inches.. 

Color. Head, wings and back black; under parts chestnut; 
female olive above; greenish yellow beneath; two white bands 
on wings. 

Song. Hurried and energetic; rapid, harmonious, sweet; 
not so full and rich as the Baltimore's, although very agreeable. 

Food. Almost exclusively insects; no accusations of fruit 
eating; general favorite. 

Nest. Like Baltimore oriole's; not so deep. 

Eggs. Pale bluish white, blotched with pale purple and brown. 

Habitat. U. S. from Atlantic to Missouri. 

Specific habitat. Generally orchards near dwellings. 

Migration. May 5 to August 15. 

Bronzed Crackle. 
Quiscalus aeneus. 

Oriole family. 

Syn. Crow blackbird. 

Length. 12.5 inches. 

Color. General glossy black ; violet; purple head; steel blue, 
and green hues. 

Song. None; harsh grating note. 

Food. Mainly insects. 

Nest. Situation varies, sometimes in low bushes, more often 
in evergreen trees. 

Eggs. Four in number; great variations in ground color, 
vary from light green to deep brown; dashed with dark brown; 
over an inch long. 

Habitat. Eastern U. S. 

Specific habitat. Near dwellings; often in cities. 

Migration. March 10 to October 20. 

Sparrow, Chipping. 
Spizella socialis. 
Finch family. 
Length. 5.75 inches. 

Color. Back and sides of neck and head ashy ; crown chestnut ; 
forehead black; under parts whitish tinged with ashy. 
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Song. None. Monotonous chirp only. 
Food. Mostly animal food. 

Nest. In trees or bushes; of rude branches; lined with hair. 
Eggs. Five; vary in size; blue green, lightly spotted with 
purple and dark brown. 

Habitat. Eastern North America. 
Specific habitat. Near habitations. 
Migration. April 15 to October 1. 

Vireo, Yellow-Throated. 
Vireo family. 
Length. 5.75 inches. 

Color. Head and neck above, bright olive green; lower back 
ashy; wings and tail brown; under parts of yellow and white. 
Song. Varied; sweet; deliberate. 
Food. Mainly insects; some berries. 

Nest. Pendant; about ten feet from ground; well made. 
Eggs. White, marked with blotches of dark brown. 
Habitat. Eastern U. S. 
Specific habitat. Thick woods. 
Migration. May 10 to September 25. 

Woodpecker, Red-Headed. 
Melanerpes erythrocephahis. 

Woodpecker family. 

Length. 9.75 inches. 

Color. Head and neck red; little black on upper breast; 
back and tail black; under parts and band on wing white. 

Song. None. Harsh, disagreeable notes only. 

Food. Nearly all insects. 

Nest. In tree or posts. 

Eggs. Six in number; pure white. 

Habitat. U. S. to Rockies. 

Specific habitat. Open woods and groves. 

Migration April 1 to October 15. 
Thrush, Wood. 
T urdus mustelinus. 

Thrush family. 

Length. 8 inches. 

Color. Above, cinnamon brown; top of head redder; under 
parts clear white, sometimes buff on breast; thickly marked with 
spots of black. 
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Song. Very beautiful; of great sweetness and power. 

Food. Insects, berries, acorns, etc. 

Nest. Placed six or eight feet from gound in tree; made of 
firm decayed leaves, strengthened with twigs; lined with fine 
roots and grasses. 

Eggs. Four; deep blue, sometimes with yellow tint. 

Habitat. U. S. east of Missouri plains. 

Specific habitat. Thick woods; roadsides. 

Migration. April 20 to October 20. 
Warbler, Yellow. 
Dendroica aestiva. 

Warbler family. 

Syn. Summer yellow bird; wild canary. 

Length. 5.25 inches. 

Color. Upper parts bright yellow; under parts streaked with 
brown; female duller; young, olive yellow. 

Song. Pleasing though simple. 

Food. Insects. 

Nest. In bushes or briars three or four feet from ground; 
neat, skillful, strong; made of stems, bark, etc.; lined with grasses, 
feathers and hair. 

Eggs. Five; light green, spotted with brown and lilac. 

Habitat. Entire United States. 

Specific habitat. Roadside hedges and bushes. 

Migration. May 1 to August 1. 

Wren, House. 
Troglodytes aedon. 

Wren family. 

Syn. Wood wren. 

Length. 5 inches. 

Color. Above reddish brown darker on head, barred with 
dusky; below pale white, tinged with brown on breast. 

Song. Loud, clear and bubbling. 

Food. Entirely insects. 

Nest. In nestling boxes; lined with fur and feathers. 

Eggs. Seven or nine; white, thickly covered with reddish 
brown. 

Habitat. Atlantic to Missouri. 

Specific Habitat. Gardens and orchards. 

Migrations. April 20 to September 20. 



